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“Can you tell the committee whether, in an agricultyry
point of view, property has been improved or deterior,.
tec by the rail road passing through it>—It has been jp.

roved.” _ N

“Have the farmers been benefited by it2—They haye »

¢“Have Colonel Lee and Mr. Trafford obtained hiuh;r
rents in ccnsequence of it1?—They have.” >

“Have you taken land yourself at an inereased rept,—

At double the original rent.” ‘
“Mr. Hardman Earle, before mentioned, was examip.
ned to the same point. '

“l)o you know any instance in which the value of
land has been affected by the railway?—I think the Chat
Moss was an insiance of ihat kind. They bring manure
from dianchester to Chat Moss; and wherever a station
is formed, the value of the land 13 wmproved. You see
advertuisements recommending a site, because the rail road
runs near or through it.”’

*Do you know of any instances by which land as
been depreciated by it?—I think | can say positively there
is not an tnstauce on the Mauchester line ”

“Do you know of any persons quitting their dwelling-
houses in couscquence of i2—I1 do not know one. 1

should be glad to purchase fand on the line, to build for

m)'sell.”

We n.ay here siate that Chat Moss is an extensive dis-
irict of bog and morass, over which the rail road was
cartted at incredible labor and expense It was of couise
previously altogether unproductive  We now, however,
see on each side ot the road exteunsive systems of drans
gradually carrymg ol the water, and leaving tracts of
considerable fertility.  There is no doubt that within a
very short perioi the whole o. this morass will be trans-
formed into .a tertile tract of arable land.

Another ground of ohjection is the injury hkely to be
produced to turnpike trists.  Even it the truth ot this
objection be admitted, it is not onc of suilicient furecto
warrant the sacrifice of bublic bencfit. A turnpike trast
is, or ought to be, held only for the public goud; and 1! It
should be affected by the establishment of a rail road, this
would- only prove thatone was found more beneficial than
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But it is a curious fact, that this apprehended injury



